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Clan SCOTT STAG-Represents the family helping the King who was hunting and the Scott brothers aided the King.

Jump to: navigation, search
Clan Scott
Crest badge

Crest: A stag trippant, encircled in a leather strap 
inscribed with the chiefʼs motto “Amo” meaning “I 

Love”.
Motto: Amo ("I love")

War cry: ʻa Bellendaine! ("To Bellendaine!") Also, 
"The Scotts are out!"

Profile
Region
Borders
Plant badge
Blaeberry
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Chief

Richard Walter John Montagu Douglas Scott
The 10th Duke of Buccleuch and the

12th Duke of Queensberry
Seat
Bowhill House
Historic seat
Dalkeith Palace

[show]
Septs of Clan Scott

[show]
Allied clans

[show]
Rival clans

Clan Scott is a Scottish clan. Clan Scott is not a Highland clan but Borders. The late 9th Duke of Buccleuch, 
Chief of the Scotts, was insistent that Scott was not a clan, but a family.[citation needed]
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History[edit source | editbeta]

Origins[edit source | editbeta]
One of the most powerful of the Border families, the name was derived from the Scots who invaded Dalriada 
(Argyll) from Ireland and the surname is found in all parts of Scotland. However in the Borders, an area that was 
never fully Gaelic speaking, it may have meant a Scottish Gaelic speaker.
The first record of the name Scott is when Uchtred filius Scot witnessed the foundation charter of Selkirk in 1120. 
Henricus le Scotte witnessed a charter by David Earl of Strathearn around 1195.
Michael Scott "the wizard" was a real-life scholar and philosopher, whom Walter Scott described in The Lay of 
the Last Minstrel as "addicted to the abstruse studies of judicial astrology, alchemy, physiognomy, and 
chiromancy. Hence he passed among his contemporaries for a skilful magician".[1]

In the last quarter of the 13th century the Scotts appear in Fife when Michael Lescot agreed to serve King 
Edward I of England overseas. (In the 17th century author Sir John Scott would rebuild Scotstarvit Tower near 
Cupar in Fife, a prominent landmark.)((((Sir John is Robert Scott the Engravers DIRECT Grandfather))))))
In the Ragman Rolls (all nobles and landed gentry were required to sign by Edward I in 1296) there are six Scott 
lairds. One of these, Sir Richard le Scot of Murthoxton (now Murdostoun) in Lanarkshire may have acquired 
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those lands by marriage – he also had estates in Selkirkshire. It is his line which became established and spread 
out between Ettrickdale and Liddesdale.

Wars of Scottish Independence[edit source | editbeta]
Sir Michael Scott (1320-1346), 2nd Laird of Buccleuch was a staunch supporter of King Robert the Bruce and 
distinguished himself at the Battle of Halidon Hill, fighting against the English in 1333 during the Wars of Scottish 
Independence.

15th century[edit source | editbeta]
The Lanarkshire estate was exchanged for Branxholm in Selkirkshire as the family became more and more 
established in the Borders. In the 15th century, as was common in the Borders, the Scotts quarrel led frequently 
with their neighbours, particularly the Clan Kerr. The clans would gather for battle at a place called Bellendean. 
The feud caused the deaths of both chiefs and was only resolved by marriage during the chieftainship of the 
10th Laird. The 13th Baron was created Lord Scott of Buccleuch by James VI and in 1619 Lord Scott was 
created an Earl. The male line failed and Anne, Countess of Buccleuch married the illegitimate son of King 
Charles II, the Duke of Monmouth. Charles created the couple Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch but the Duke 
supported the Protestant cause and at one stage led an unsuccessful rebellion against his uncle King James II.

16th century[edit source | editbeta]
During the 16th century the Clan Kerr and the Clan Scott continued to raid each other's lands. The Chief Kerr of 
Cessford, who had worked as warden for peace and co-operation with England, was killed by a follower of Clan 
Scott of Buccleuch in the attempt to rescue King James V of Scotland from the Clan Douglas. In 1552 the chief 
Walter Scott of Branxholme and Buccleuch was killed by the Clan Kerr of Cessford in Edinburgh. Fighting 
between the clans continued until a peace agreement was signed in 1602.
The third Duke of Buccleuch married the heiress of the Duke of Queensberry (Clan Douglas) and became one of 
the richest men in Britain.

17th century[edit source | editbeta]
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During the Civil War, Sir James Scott led his forces in support of the Covenanters at the Battle of Tippermuir in 
1644 but the Covenanters were defeated by the Royalist forces under James Graham, 1st Marquess of 
Montrose.

18th century and Jacobite uprisings[edit source | editbeta]
During the Jacobite Uprisings the Clan Scott supported the British Hanoverian Government. Captain Scott was 
taken prisoner by the Jacobites during their first hostile action which later became known as the Highbridge 
Skirmish in August 1745. Later Captain Scott was released and is remembered for the successful defense 
during the Siege of Fort William in March 1746 where he held command and the Jacobites were defeated.

19th century[edit source | editbeta]
In the 19th century, Sir Walter Scott (from a junior branch, the Scotts of Harden) changed Scotland's image 
forever. The Duke of Buccleuch today is the largest private landowner in the United Kingdom and the art 
collections at the family's great houses of Drumlanrig, Bowhill and Boughton are internationally famous.
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Scott tartan, as published in 1842 in Vestiarium Scoticum.

Chief[edit source | editbeta]

• Clan Chief: Richard Walter John Montagu Douglas Scott, The 10th Duke of Buccleuch, Duke of 
Queensberry, Marquess of Dumfriesshire, Earl of Buccleuch, Earl of Doncaster, Earl of Dalkeith, Earl of 
Drumlanrig and Sanquhar, Viscount of Nith, Torthorwald and Ross, Lord Scott of Buccleuch, Lord Scott of 
Whitchester and Eskdaill, Baron Scott of Tindale, Lord Douglas of Kilmount, Middlebie and Dornock.

Castles and Significant Scott Properties[edit source | editbeta]

• Abbotsford House near Melrose, on the south bank of the River Tweed. It was formerly the residence of 
historical novelist and poet, Sir Walter Scott.

• Aikwood Tower was built in 1535. The building was restored as a residence in the 1990s by the Liberal 
politician Lord Steel.

• Boughton House is a country house in Northamptonshire, England, which belongs to the Duke of 
Buccleuch.

• Bowhill House was purchased in 1747, by Francis Scott, 2nd Duke of Buccleuch, for his son Lord Charles 
Scott. It remains the Borders residence of the current Duke of Buccleuch.

• Branxholme Castle has been owned by the Clan Scott since 1420.
• Dalkeith Palace in Dalkeith, Midlothian, Scotland, is the former seat of the Duke of Buccleuch.
• Drumlanrig Castle in situated on the Queensberry Estate in Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland is owned by 

the Duke of Buccleuch.
• Dryhope Tower belonged to the Scotts of Dryhope and now belongs to the Philiphaugh Estate.
• Goldielands Tower, near Hawick the property of Goldieland were acquired in 1446 by Sir Walter Scott of 

Buccleuch, the tower dates from Walter Scot of Goldielands who was one of the band that rescued 
Kinmont Willie from Carlisle Castle in 1596.

• Harden House, made famous by Walter Scott of Harden it remains home of Lord and Lady Polwarth of the 
Scotts of Harden. The first laird of Harden, was William Scott having acquired the estate from Lord Home 
in 1501.
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• Kirkhope Tower came into the possession of Anne Scott, 1st Duchess of Buccleuch, widow of the Duke of 
Monmouth in the early 18th century.

• Newark Castle, a ruined tower house is located on the Bowhill Estate dates from around 1423.
• Scotstarvit Tower was bought, in 1611 and rebuilt in the 1620s by Sir John Scott of Scotstarvet.
• Smailholm Tower, a fifteenth-century Pringle stronghold which was eventually acquired by the Scotts of 

Harden.
See also[edit source | editbeta]

• Walter Scott of Harden
• Scottish clan

Notes and references[edit source | editbeta]

1. ^ quoted in Hogle, Jerrold E. (2002), The Cambridge companion to gothic fiction, Cambridge University Press, 
p. 94, ISBN 978-0-521-79466-4

External links[edit source | editbeta]

• Clan Scott Society
• Clan Scott UK
• Border Clan Scott History & Genealogy
• Clan Scott Society in Scotland
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